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W.B.Yeats and his important works 

William Butler Yeats was an Irish dramatist and poet. He was born on 13th June 1865 at Sandy-

mount, near Dublin. Eldest son of a clergyman, he was trained as an artist but settled down to literature at 

21. He moved between Sligo and London wherein the 90s he associated with the aesthetics or ‘decadents’ of 

the Rhymer’s Club. He took a prominent part in the Irish Renaissance or revival of Irish literature and 

helped to found the Irish National Theatre, better known as the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, for which he wrote 

many plays on Irish themes. He also joined the Irish freedom movement when the literary revival took a 

political turn. He fell violently in love with Maud Gonne of the revolutionary brotherhood but his proposal 

for marriage was rejected. Maud married another man who was executed after the abortive 1916 Irish rising. 

Yeats proposed again but was rejected. Therefore, he proposed to Maud’s adopted daughter Iseult, who too 

rejected him. After these repulsive incidents, he ultimately married in 1917 and begot a son and a daughter. 

He remained Senator in the Irish Free State from 1922 to 1928. He was also awarded the Nobel Prize for 

Literature in 1923. Yeats is very well known in India as the man who has got the credit of introducing 

R.N.Tagore to Europe. The credit also goes to Yeats for wording a preface to the English version of the 

Gitanjali. Much of Yeats's early poetry was influenced by religious symbols, Irish mythology and the 

romantics most notably Shelley. Yeats' first significant work was the Isle of Statues, published in the Dublin 

University Review and was followed by The Wanderings of Oisin and Other Stories in 1889. Here Yeats 

delves into the Irish Mythology of the Fenian Cycle. Throughout his career, Yeats' writings portrayed a 

number of influences. As well as romanticism, his earlier work was influenced by mysticism, which 

remained a life long interest of Yeats'. In his later years, Yeats' poetry became more politicized, as the fervor 

for Irish nationalism grew stronger during the late 19th Century. When Ireland gained independence, Yeats 

was appointed to the Irish Senate in 1922 and again in 1925. The crowning glory of Yeats' career came in 

1923 when he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, for his inspired poetry, which gives expression to 

the spirit of a whole nation. On 28th January 1939, William Butler Yeats died aged 73.  

His Most Important Works are:  
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• Best Poems: He was an outstanding poet, some of his best poems include: The Second 

Coming, Sailing to Byzantium, Adam’s Curse, The Stolen Child, Death, Long-Legged Fly, Easter 

1916, The Lake Isle of Innisfree and Among School Children. 

• Other Works: Besides poetry, he also wrote famous prose, plays and non-fiction pieces. Some of 

them include Mosada, The Land of Heart’s Desire, The Countless Cathleen, At the Hawk’s Well, 

The Resurrection, and The Vision. 

Introduction of the poem “The Second Coming” 

The poem entitled The Second Coming is one of the greatest poems ever composed by W.B.Yeats. It 

was composed by the poet in 1919, a month before the composition of A Prayer For My Daughter. The 

inspiration to compose it came to the poet from the Easter Uprising of 1916 and the Irish Civil War of 1919. 

As this poem is about the changing nature of the world, the poet says that the world is constantly altered 

through violence and chaos. Comparing the world with the widening gyre, he says that this changing world 

is made up of interlocking circles constantly spinning and expanding to catalyze their existence. He argues 

that, due to this change, humanity has become disillusioned, and has loosened away from its center. This 

distance, in turn, liberates the people from their ancient traditions and conventions. Also, it pushes them into 

a new era of freedom and new opportunities. That is why the center of the world is falling apart, which will 

eventually lead humanity to more destructive situations. Hence, the poet also prophesizes that there’s a 

monster looming in the future, which is constantly paving its way to reach this dismantled world. Violence, 

prophecy, and meaninglessness are the major themes foregrounded in this poem. Yeats emphasizes that the 

present world is falling apart, and a new ominous reality is going to emerge. The idea of “the Second 

Coming” is not Biblical. To him, the Second Coming is not a savior that is going to restore the business of 

humanity, but a sphinx that will add more to the agony and destruction of the world. He argues that people 

are moving away from the center and there is no hope in the future due to the chaos. And those, who wish 

for any spiritual guidance, are living in fool’s paradise. There are only two stanzas in this poem. The poem 

follows ABBA CDDC throughout the poem with iambic pentameter. 

Analysis of the poem  

The poet sits thinking of how one civilization gives way to another. He supposes that an old 

civilization moves away and away from, and finally loses its touch with, its central code of principles. It 

happens just as the flying falcon loses its connection with the falconer. The poet tells that flying round and 

round, along with the ever-widening circular course in the sky, the falcon cannot always hear the falconer’s 

control-call. At one point, the link between the two is broken. The falconer as the control center cannot keep 

his control over the falcon. In the same way, when a civilization has moved far away from its starting-point, 

it is out of control of its central code and its Scriptures. The people of the world become absolutely free 

from the restraints of morality, discipline, and religion. The sea of man’s mind dimmed by sensuality is on 
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the loose. So everywhere the courteous behavior of harmlessness is gone. The best grow sceptical of their 

beliefs in the values of life. The worst are full of intense passions (such as sexual desire, anger, etc). In the 

modern world today the same situation exists. Undoubtedly, some divide communication is near in time. 

Certainly, the Second Incarnation is quite near.  

As soon as the poet says, “The Second Coming”, a big image, sprung from spiritus Mundi, catches 

hold of his mind’s eye. In his vision, he notices a figure with a lion’s body and the human head. The gaze of 

its eyes is expressionless and pitiless as that of the sun. it is walking with slow steps somewhere in the sands 

of the desert. And all around it, shadows of indignant desert birds are flying unsteadily. Then the vision 

disappears, and darkness envelops the poet’s mental screen. But by virtue of the divine revelation, he has 

seen one secret thing now. It is that the petrifying sleep of the Second Revelation, who slept like a stone 

these twenty centuries of the Christian civilization, has been disturbed to its indignation, by a rocking of its 

cradle. This Second Prophet is a very violent bestial figure. Having woken up to the fact that the hour of its 

incarnation has come round at least, it is walking stoopingly towards Bethlehem to be born as the Second 

Incarnation. 

Important Questions 

1. Make a critical estimate of the poetical qualities of The Second Coming. 

2. Discuss the metaphysical content of Yeats’s poetry. 

3. W.B.Yeats as a romantic poet. 

 

 

 

 

 


